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Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 January 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) [>3 Claim(s) 7-34 is/are pending in the application. 
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Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claims 2-4,7-1 0, and 1 2-34 are withdrawn from further consideration 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species of 
invention, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. Election was 
made without traverse in the reply filed on 1/6/06. 

2. Applicant's election without traverse of Species II, Figures 5-6B in the 
reply filed on 1/6/06 is acknowledged. 

3. Below is an action on the merits of claims 1 ,5,6 and 1 1 considered 
readable on the elected species as identified in the response filed 1/6/06. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings were received on 1/6/06. These drawings are 
approved. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 
112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting essential structural cooperative relationships of 
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elements, such omission amounting to a gap between the necessary 
structural connections. See MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted structural 
cooperative relationships are: how the light reflection face of claim 1 
cooperates with the light source and the light collection portion. It is unclear 
from the recitation in claim 1 whether the light reflection face in line 6 of 
claim 1 is part of the light collection portion or a separate element of the 
display like the light source or the display lightguide. Clarification is 
required. Claims 5 and 6 depend on parent claim 1 and as such are 
similarly rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1 ,6 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Thompson (4918578). Claim 1 as well as can be understood 
in view of the 35USC1 12 rejection set forth above recites a light source, a 
display lightguide in the shape of a display character, a light collection 
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portion between the light source and display light guide and a parabolic like 
reflection face having an axis perpendicular in a straight line to a light 
receiving face of the display lightguide. Thompson shows in Fig.6; a display 
lightguide in the shape of display character "43" with a light source in the U- 
shaped holder "46". The details of the U-shaped holder "46" are shown in 
Fig.1 as a light source "14" emitting light toward a lightguide "10" with a 
parabolic like reflective interior surface on the U-shaped channel "16" see 
col.4, lines 33-38. The details of the light source and light collection portion 
are shown in Fig. 10 with a light source "80" and a light collecting portion in 
light refracting conduit "82" between the light source "80" and light receiving 
edge "85" of the display lightguide "84", see col.7, lines 60-68. Re claims 6 
and 1 1 , note that the light reflection face of Thompson as shown in Figs.1 
and 6 is formed by moving a parabolic like curve in a direction 
perpendicular to the axis formed by a straight line perpendicular to the light 
receiving face "15" (Fig. 1) of the lightguide thus creating a parabolic 
shaped channel. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claim 5 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to 
include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

1 0. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Collins (22071 17) and Tyne (3497981 ) 
are cited of interest as showing display device using lightguides in the 
shape of display characters . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Stephen F. Husar whose 
telephone number is 571-272-2371 . The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-W and F from 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on 571-272-2378. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Stephen F. Husar 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2875 
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